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I. 10th Anniversary of IPDL

1. About IPDL

“IPDL" stands for the Industrial Property Digital Library, offering a variety of
services that enable its users to search and access comprehensive IP related
information via the Internet. With increasing importance of IP information and
growing popularity of Internet, the service of IPDL was initiated in March 1999 with
the aim of making IP information available to the public free-of-charge anywhere
and anytime. Since its much-anticipated launch, IPDL has prevailed throughout the
world and marked its 10th anniversary this year.

About the same time, the European Patent Office (EPO) and the United
States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) have also commenced their web
services equivalent to that of the JPO’s IPDL between 1998 and 1999. This clearly
indicates that the launch of IPDL undoubtedly and practically responded to the
changes and needs of the times.

2. Initial services

In the initial service of IPDL, search services using document numbers and
classifications for publications of patent, utility model, design, and trademark were
available, and also legal status information for filing, registration and appeal were
provided. The total access to the service of IPDL in 1999 was 12.7 million
(increased up to 95 million in 2008). The following section explains services which
have been developed, improved, or added since its beginning, as well as trends in
access to and searches on IPDL.

Screenshot.1: Top page of present IPDL
(http://www.ipdLinpit.go.jp/homepg_e.ipdl)
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Copyright (G 1999-2009 PO and IMPIT

Note: All the screenshots provided in this issue of PAJ News are taken from actual IPDL and JPO web-sites.
You can access the page via URLSs indicated above of each screenshot except for Screenshot 3.
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3. Developments and improvements

Every year since its beginning to the present, much effort has been devoted
to develop and improve services on IPDL. Some of the major developments and
improvements and the increase in the number of accesses are introduced below.

- In March 2000, search service for figure trademarks, information service for
Patent Abstract of Japan (PAJ), and machine translation service of
unexamined patent applications were added in the English version of IPDL.

- In March 2001, FI/F term search service and Patent Map Guidance (PMGS)
service were established.

- In 2002, three years from its beginning of the service, the total amount of
documents data accumulated in IPDL reached 48 million and the number of
accesses to IPDL rose up to over 40 million.

- In March 2004, design gazette DB service began.

With the aim of further upgrades and enhancements after its operation being
transferred to INPIT, the Trilateral List of Identification of Goods and Services,
which includes English names of services and goods agreed among the Trilateral
Offices, was added in the service of “List of Service and Goods” in March 2008.

Furthermore, various legal status information, such as information on filing,
publication, examination, etc. provided on the English version of IPDL have been

integrated, that is to say, "LEGAL STATUS” bottom was created to enable all the
legal information of a certain application to be displayed simultaneously as a list.

Table.1: Transition of the number of searches by categories on IPDL
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I1. Internet Trademark Publications from January 2010

1. About the “"Official Publication via the Internet”

Since significant advances in information and communication technologies
have impressively changed the style of information dissemination, the Internet and
other means based on network technology have become the most popular ones.

In order to make most use of such a rapid development in information
dissemination technology and to disseminate industrial property information as
broadly and promptly as possible, it was a major issue to adopt the most versatile
media and the most convenient way for publication in a flexible manner.

Taking advantage of the new Law, the JPO developed the website called the
"Official Publication via the Internet" (see Screenshot.2 for an image of the top
page) and started the “Official Publication via the Internet for Registered Utility
Model Applications” and “Official Publication via the Internet for Registered Design
Applications” in January 2006 and January 2007, respectively. The JPO has also just
started “Official Publication via the Internet for Registered Trademark Applications
and Unexamined/International Trademark Applications” from January 2010.

Screenshot.2: Top page of Official Publication via the Internet on the JPO web-site
(http://www.publication.jpo.go.jp/utility/do/usr/topmenu?lang=e)

Important News
JPO starts publishing Registered Trademark Applications and Unexamined /International Trademark Applications via
the Internet from January 5, 2010, If vou need more details on this issus, please refer to the Guidance.

As of June 21, 2008, the administrative operation of the Certificate Authority (CA) for E-certificate used for Official
Fublication via the Internet was shifted to the Government Certificate Authority of the Ministry of Internal Affairs
and Communications (MIC) from the Certificate Authority of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry. In line with
the above administrative transition, please he sure that fingerprint value which is used to verify an E-certificate has
besn changed. If vou need more information on this issue, please refer to

http:/ S publication jpo.go. o/ html/certificate_enpdf

We have confirmed that the E-signature Publication File Verification program operates normally in the environment of
Windows XP Professional and Windows 2000 under the following version of Java Runtime Environmeant (JRE)
- JRE & Update 16

The official gazette data currently offered at this site does not correspond under the Windows Wista environment

Keep in mind that official gazette data has a possihility that the phenomencn of a character not being displayed in
part may occur although perusing in the Windows Vista environment is possible.
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About the “"Official Publication via the Internet for Trademarks”

Illustrated below is a part of web-page of the “Official Publication via the
Internet for Latest Publications”, featuring download options for trademark
publications with some explanations of what are indicated on the page and how to

download trademark publications through the service.

Screenshot.3: Web-page of Official Publication via the Internet for Latest Publications
(You cannot make a direct access to this page by designating the URL)
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You can download Trademark Publications by the same downloading

"I (W1 procedures with that of Utility Model/Design Publications, which is to say,
you should first select one of data formats (either FTP or HTTP), and
then enter your e-mail address to start a download.
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IIl. The Trilateral Offices to Start PCT-PPH

The Trilateral Offices reached agreement to begin a pilot program in the
Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) framework utilizing PCT work products
(international search reports, written opinions, and international preliminary
examination reports) of a Trilateral Office.

Under the existing PPH programs, an applicant receiving a determination
from an office of first filing that claims in an application are allowable may request
that the corresponding application filed at a second office be advanced out of turn
for examination as to those allowable claims (see the diagram below).

Until now, the PPH programs have been limited to cross filings of national
applications (dotted arrows in orange). This new agreement among the Trilateral
Offices greatly expands the potential of the PPH programs by providing the re-use
of positive results from PCT work products of a Trilateral Office (dotted arrows in
blue).

Under the new pilot, the applicant can now:
- make requests for PPH at an earlier timing, based upon the international phase
work without awaiting the work results of the national/regional phase, and
- make full use of PCT work products including its English translations

The details of this new pilot program, scheduled to begin on January 29,
2010, will be available shortly and posted at http://www.trilateral.net/index.html
as well as the respective websites of the Trilateral Offices.

PCT International Phase PCT National/Regional Phase

PCT Work Products
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Application ‘
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B Request
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IV. PAJ Issuance Schedule

[2010]
PAJ PAJ index
Date of Serial
publication of number | Total Number
PAJ for the serial | of PAJ Coverage
year number | stored
Jan. 22 (Fri) 2010-1 181 34,880 | 2009-1[169]/2009-12[180]

Feb. 19 (Fri) 2010-2 182 24,631

Mar. 23(Tue ) 2010-3 183 24,622

Apr.20 (Tue) 2010-4 184 22,201 | 2010-1[181]/2010-3[183]

May.21 (Fri ) 2010-5 185 | 23,774

Jun.18 (Fri ) 2010-6 186 -

Jul.21 (Wed) | 2010-7 187 . 2010-1[181]/2010-6[186]
Aug.20 (Fri ) 2010-8 188 -

Sep.17 (Fri) 2010-9 189 -

Oct.21 (Thu) | 2010-10 | 190 . 2010-1[181]/2010-9[189]

Nov.19 (Fri ) 2010-11 191 -

Dec.21 (Tue) 2010-12 192 -
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I N P I T

The National Center for Industrial Property

Information and Training (INPIT)

With the objective of developing and enhancing the structural basis
iinformation and ihuman resources,i whish support the industrial property
right system and ienvironmenti to utilize them , the National Center for
Industrial Property Information and Training (INPIT), in cooperation with the
JPO, is swiftly and accurately conducting a range of operations, such as
provision of access to gazettes, promotion of patent licensing, information
dissemination, consultations and development of information systems and
human resources,

Information Management Department
National Center for Industrial Property Information and Training

4-3, Kasumigaseki 3-Chome,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0013
Japan

Phone +81-3-3503-6051
Fax +81-3-3502-7989
E-mail PA0671@inpit.jpo.go.jp
Internet Address http://www.inpit.go.jp

MARCH 2010 INPIT
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